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P.B.S.I.S. stands for Positive 

Behavior Support in Schools. 

We are in our 8th year of 

implementing P.B.S.I.S. in our 

school. “Grandview Greatness” 

is a slogan used daily around 

our school which acts as a 

reminder for all to be: 

Responsible-Respectful-Successful 

Our students are encouraged to 

treat each other with kindness, 

to use words to resolve 

conflicts, and to be thoughtful 

in their daily actions. Students 

are recognized throughout the 

day by Grandview School 

faculty and staff where they 

are presented with Gecko 

Tickets for displaying 

“Grandview Greatness”. Every 

Friday, students place their 

tickets in for a drawing for 

prizes. The more tickets 

students earn, the greater their 

chances are of winning a prize. 

Please help us at home by 

encouraging positive behaviors 

and reminding your children to 

always represent “Grandview 

Greatness”! Go Geckos! 

Lisa Moore 

Assistant Principal 
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Dear Grandview Community, 

We are well into 2018 and the dawn of 

spring is just around the corner! Since 

January, we have had many exciting 

events at Grandview. For example, our 

Ned Kindness Assembly and Martin 

Luther King, Jr. activities were both 

engaging and informative. Our 

S.T.E.M. Night also provided an oppor-

tunity for students and parents alike to 

see how technology is being integrated 

along with science and engineering for 

all of our students. 

Likewise in February, our students 

were captivated by the Grand Falloons 

and their presentation, “The Earth 

Science Circus,” where they delved into 

the inner workings of our planet’s eco-

system.  The students are still talking 

about the characters, “Professor Win-

klebottom” and “Meatloaf” who brought 

the content to life in an enjoyable and 

entertaining away. Furthermore, we 

really enjoyed seeing families together 

at our Valentines Dance and our part-

nership with the United Way promoted 

our literacy and S.T.E.M. initiatives. 

By the way, I must also give the grade 

3 students a “shout out” for the great 

Black History video they produced 

along with Ms. Kovacs 

and Mr. Lee. 

Now, March has entered with a bang! 

Aside from frolicking in the snow and 

making snow geckos, our PTO facilitat-

ed the Grandview Science Night, 

where students and adults were able to 

participate in “hands on” activities 

with clay and other materials as well. 

This was a great segue into our Parent 

PARCC Workshop, as we now place the 

finishing touches on preparing our stu-

dents for a successful PARCC experi-

ence, which will start on April 16th.  

Lastly, we will close out the month 

with our Groovin’ Geckos splendidly 

performing our spring musical, “How 

Does Your Garden Grow?” on March 

26th through the 28th. Get ready for a 

marvelous and wonderful musical ex-

perience. 

In closing, I want to thank you for all 

of your support. Grandview is a won-

derful place to be where minds are en-

gaged and memories are instilled.  I 

look forward to seeing you at all of our 

upcoming events or whenever you just 

want to stop by. My door is always 

open.  Until I see you, please be safe 

and be well.  

 

Mr. Baskerville 

Principal 
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Kindergarten is busy traveling 

around with Jack and Annie in 

“The Magic Tree House.” We en-

joy learning about different places 

and time periods. 

We have been observing changes 

in the weather and discussing 

characteristics of winter. We have 

observed water change to ice, and 

snow melting back to water. 

We had fun during Read Across 

America Week and are very much 

looking forward to Spring! 

lowing topics: animals, sports, games, 

plants, food, friends, or people in their fam-

ilies.  In addition, we finished our opinion 

writing unit, called, “Writing Reviews,” 

where the focus is on writing “reviews” 

about things like objects, toys, movies, 

restaurants, games, books, etc. When writ-

ing a review, we plan, sketch, write, revise, 

and edit.  Also, we needed to give our opin-

ion and give reasons with details in order 

to convince others, along with having a 

catchy introduction and conclusion.  First 

Graders just love reading and writing!       

In Math, we worked on place value in or-

der to understand the value of each digit in 

a two-digit number, along with comparing 

2 two-digit numbers to determine which is 

greater or less than the other.  In addition, 

we have been working on two-digit addi-

tion and subtraction using a variety of 

strategies.  We are becoming place value 

experts in First Grade!   

 

First-graders celebrated the 

101st day of school by visiting 

and participating in activities 

related to the 101 Dalmatian 

theme. They also donated over 

$300 to The Seeing Eye Organi-

zation and had a visit from 

“Macy,” a seeing-eye dog.  Grandview stu-

dents learned that guide dogs are specially 

trained to help people who are blind or 

visually impaired travel safely and inde-

pendently anywhere they desire.  This was 

a very special First Grade event!   

First Graders have been very busy 

learning this winter!  In Reader’s 

Workshop, we completed our nonfic-

tion unit and learned so much about 

many different interesting topics.  Not 

only did we discover that we can read 

to learn about topics, but we can also 

teach other about the topics we learn 

about.  Also, we worked on a unit 

called “Readers Have Big Jobs to Do” 

by focusing on: using a variety of strat-

egies to figure out unknown words, 

self-monitoring our reading, practicing 

reading with fluency, rereading to 

understand our books, making mental 

images, keeping track of who’s talking 

(the dialogue) as we read, and making 

inferences.  In Writer’s Workshop, we 

completed our nonfiction writing unit, 

where we wrote teaching books about 

topics we are experts in.  We even 

wrote a couple of teaching chapter 

books with lots of facts and details.  

Children wrote about some of the fol-

Kindergarten Chronicles 

Adventures in First Grade 

 

As a culminating activity to the study of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights 

Movement, Mrs. Aiello’s class engaged in a peaceful protest on January 

17, 2018.  The students identified an issue that they would like to see 

changed. Together, the class wrote a persuasive speech, created signs 

with slogans and even a hashtag for their cause, all while learning that 

their words have power to create change.    

March on Mr. Baskerville 



TheGrandviewGazette www.grandview.piscatawayschools.org  Page 3 

 

 Limit your contact 

with ill persons.  

 Remember to follow 

the district guidelines 

when a child is ill. 

Flu and other respiratory virus-

es spread mainly from person to 

person by the following: 

 Touching objects contami-

nated by infected persons 

and then touching your 

eyes, nose, mouth, objects, 

or people. 

  Air born via coughing and 

sneezing. 

 Coming in close contact 

with persons who are ill. 

Ways to prevent illness: 

 Try to avoid close contact 

with sick persons. 

 Wash your hands often & 

especially before and after 

eating, Use of soap and 

water is the most effective 

way to kill germs. If soap 

and water are not availa-

ble, use alcohol based hand 

rub. 

 Keep your hands away 

from your eyes, nose and 

mouth. Germs can enter 

this ways and cause ill-

nesses. 

 Cover your cough and 

sneezes. Do not cough in 

your hands; cough in your 

sleeve if you do not have 

Kleenex handy. 

 Stay home when you are ill 

with the stomach virus, 

diarrhea, fever, or persis-

tent cough. 

 You should be fever free for 

at least 24 hours (without 

use of fever reducing medi-

cation) before  returning  to 

work or school. 

 You should be free of symp-

toms of vomiting/diarrhea 

for at least 24 hours and be 

able to eat regular foods 

without having stomach 

issues before returning to 

work or school. 

 Clean and disinfect surfac-

es and objects that may 

have been contaminated.  

 

es.  Two students in each 

classroom were recognized for 

demonstrating excellent char-

acter and attended a special 

lunch with the counselors, 

which included a certificate, 

pencil, bracelet, and other fun 

prizes.  We also recently fin-

ished our first round of 

“Lunch Bunch” counseling 

groups aimed at promoting 

social skills, decision making, 

increased self-esteem, and 

leadership.  In the upcoming 

months, we will continue to 

support our Positive Behavior 

Support program and lead 

classroom lessons each 

month.  We look forward to 

further interaction with all of 

the students, teachers, and 

parents of our Grandview 

Family and thank you for 

your support!  Go geckos!    

The counseling department 

has led a variety of activities 

the past several months! We 

celebrated the Week of Re-

spect and School Violence 

Awareness Week in Octo-

ber.  We organized a special 

multimedia assembly regard-

ing anti-bullying.  We also 

had representatives from the 

Piscataway Police Depart-

ment lead an information 

session about safety in our 

community.  In addition, each 

month we have held character 

education recognition lunch-

Ms. Maria Balint 
mbalint@pway.org 

 
732-752-2501 Ext. 5757 

Staying healthy; Mrs. Fryer’s Nurse Notes 

Behaviorist Boulevard 

Mrs. Maggie Fryer 

mfryer@pway.org 

732-752-2501 Ext. 5737 
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The second graders of 

Grandview have been learn-

ing so much and making pro-

gress this school year.  In 

reading, we have been going 

on reading adventures.  We 

have met many interesting 

characters and have learned a 

variety of lessons by experi-

encing these lessons through 

the eyes of the characters.  

The children are writing grip-

ping fictional stories by creat-

ing their own characters, set-

tings, problems, and solu-

tions.   

 

 

In math, our focus has been 

on subtracting with regroup-

ing.  A special emphasis has 

been placed on problem solv-

ing.  Math openers and math 

centers are being used to fos-

ter critical thinking skills.  

Our most recent science unit 

was the study of earth’s land-

forms and earth’s changes 

such as weathering and ero-

sion.  In social studies, we are 

learning about continents, the 

United States, New Jersey, 

and economics.  

 

 

We recently attended Ned’s 

Kindness Adventure Assem-

bly, where we learned valua-

ble ways of treating others. 

Grandview Elementary 's First, Second, and Third graders are proud to present 

“How Does Your Garden Grow?” for their 2018 Spring Musical.  The performanc-

es will take place at Schor Middle School on Monday, March 26 , Tuesday March 

27, and Wednesday March 28 at 7:00 pm.  This performance is a wonderful op-

portunity for the students to collaborate on a musical performance.  “How Does 

Your Garden Grow?” relates music to their personal lives by teaching them about 

having self-esteem and the importance of working together to be the best that we 

can be.   

The Beat; Musical News 

 

 

The Scooter Unit was an ex-

citing unit in Physical Educa-

tion and the students loved 

riding the scooters! Students 

learned the safety rules on 

how to ride a scooter as well 

as different ways to ride the 

scooter. In Physical Education 

we played different games 

while riding on the scooters. 

On the completion of the unit, 

students took a scooter driv-

ing test where they were able 

to earn a scooter driver’s li-

cense that 

they got to 

keep!  

 

 

The next unit we will begin is  

Throwing and Catching 

where students will learn how 

to overhand and underhand 

throw properly. 

P.E. Press 

Second Grade Summary 

Room 3 News 

During the month of February, Mrs. Aiello’s All-

Stars celebrated the Olympic Spirit. The students 

learned about the history of the Olympics from 

the ancient Greeks up to today. The students 

used some of their reading time to learn about 

their favorite Olympic sports. They even learned 

about some new sports that they had not heard 

about before! We used You Tube, Google and 

Newela.com to find infor-

mation. The students all earned 

a Gold Medal for their efforts! 
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3rd Grade Math: 

We have moved onto division in 3rd 

grade and couldn’t be more excited! 

However, we can’t forget our friend mul-

tiplication, because of course multiplica-

tion makes division so much easier. So 

as we learn and apply our new division 

strategies we are continuing to expand 

our multiplication facts into outer space 

using Rocket Math.  We study with our 

partner and use our individualized goals 

to push us to the next level! Our 

knowledge is truly out of this world!   

 

 

 

 

3rd Grade Science: 

In Science we are working on Forces and 

Interactions! We are learning about New-

ton’s first law of motion; the law of inertia! 

We conducted mind expanding investiga-

tions about force. One of which we got to 

build our very own pendulum and explore 

how different forces effect how an object 

moves. We just observed the hanging pen-

dulum, blew on it, tapped it with paper and 

tapped it with our finger to explore the 

importance of force. If you would like to see 

which force caused the greatest movement 

come visit us!  

3rd Grade Literacy: 

Our focus in reader’s and writer’s 

workshop is an informational text 

unit! In reader’s workshop we are 

reading texts looking for facts, trying 

to determine the author’s opinion, 

summarizing, identifying main idea 

and details, and synthesizing infor-

mation! We are then taking infor-

mation we have previous learned and 

writing our own informational texts. 

We are adding table of contents, trying 

different text structures, adding ex-

pert vocabulary, and trying to inform 

while hooking the reader’s attention!  

Third Grade Bulletin 

All About Art 

Follow our art class on Instagram where various  

student work samples will be on display! 

 

@grandviewgeckoart  
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PTO Central 

This month in Digital  

Literacy… 

Kindergarten / 1st Grade 

In photography, you student 

is creating a paper puppet for 

our classroom animation sto-

ry.  Students are going to 

learn the basics to create a 

classroom movie using stop-

animation in photography. 

 

In Keyboarding, we continued 

to use game-based learning to 

familiarize ourselves further 

with the letters on the key-

board.  Students are getting 

more and more familiar with 

the keyboard, allowing them 

to feel more comfortable with 

typing and writing on a com-

puter. 

 

In Coding, we continued our 

practice of creating Algo-

rithms and debugging.  We 

tried a new way to program 

with our robot Dot.  Your 

child learned how to operate 

the Robot properly and an 

app that helps us learn how 

to program and have learned 

that coding is very similar to 

sequencing (first, next, 

last).  This helps students 

learn in a fun and engaging 

way.  

 

2nd Grade / 3rd Grade: 

In our Engineering unit, stu-

dents are learning how ma-

chines work.  We have begun 

to introduce creating a circuit, 

such as a light switch, an 

alarm clock, or a sound sys-

tem.  Students have learned 

about ‘OPEN CIRCUITS’ and 

‘CLOSED CIRCUITS’.  We 

discussed safety rules when 

handling important items 

with our electrical circuits.  

 

In our coding unit, students 

were introduced to our ro-

bots:  Dash and Dot.  Using 

the Ipads, Students are pro-

gramming these robots to do a 

variety of things, such as 

change light color (optics), 

make various sounds, or go 

certain distances.  This has 

really brought our computer 

science unit to life! 

 

We continued our use of typ-

ing club, meeting in small 

groups to help with proper 

hand placement.  Please contin-

ue to practice this at home to 

ensure overall growth and de-

velopment in our typing 

skills.  In addition, we began 

our maker space unit, learning 

all about the Engineering De-

sign Process through green 

screen animation.  Students 

have begun to construct paper 

or clay animation puppets 

which they will use to create a 

story in a small group. 

 

Grade 3 Students were also 

introduced to online communi-

cation through our Digital Com-

ics in Pixton and in our blogging 

unit, where students explored 

the program Schoology.  They 

were able to practice communi-

cating respectfully and respon-

sibly.  Not only was it an enjoy-

able experience to read their 

comments and their friends, 

they also reflected on informa-

tive writing topics in the recent 

news. 

  

 

 Scholastic Spring Book Fair 2/28-3/2 

 Scholastic Book Fair Late Night & Family Fun 

 “Science Night” 3/1 6:30-8:30pm 

 Sky Zone 3/13 4:00-8:00pm 

The Digital Underground 
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130 North Randolphville Road 

Piscataway, NJ 08854 

Phone: 732-752-2501 

Fax: 732-752-8101 

 

School Office Hours 

8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

  

William F. Baskerville, Jr., Principal 

wbaskerville@pway.org 

 

Lisa M. Moore, Assistant Principal 

lmoore@pway.org 

Grandview Elementary School 

Grandview Greatness 
Respectful 
Responsible 
Successful 

Celebrity Sightings 

If you have been featured in this section,  

please see Mrs. Moore for a special “celebrity” prize! 

World Language  Forum 

First graders:    

     The first grade students are 

now able to ask and answer 

about 5-6 routine conversation 

questions they are learning in 

class.  We have been practicing 

commands, numbers 0-15 using 

songs, games, addition and sub-

traction problems.  They are 

doing fantastic!  This marking 

period they will be learning col-

ors, shapes, and sizes, along 

with some new conversation 

questions. 

Second grade: 

     Second graders are improv-

ing nicely in their routine con-

versation.  They are able to ask 

and answer about 8 questions in 

complete sentences, recite and 

identify the days of the week, 

and months of the year.  The 

students can also identify colors 

and shapes.  They are able to 

state their color and shape pref-

erence and ask their peers what 

their preferences are.  

     This marking period they 

will review, and practice num-

bers 0-30 using math prob-

lems.  The unit also includes 

seasons, and weather. 

Third grade: 

     The third graders are able to 

ask and answer about 8-10 

questions in complete sentenc-

es.  They have been practicing 

and learning numbers 0-30, the 

days of the week, months of the 

year, colors and shapes. Songs 

are used to reinforce vocabulary 

learned in a fun way.   

     Our new unit will include 

numbers 0 to 50, practicing with 

math problems, days of the 

week, months, weather and sea-

sons.  Please take some time 

and ask your child 

to teach you something 

in Spanish. 
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